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My journey as a Guiler...
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I've found my home language!

I'm a guiler for life!

... right?



Approximate memory of conversation with wingo

<wingo> Just floating an idea, what if we
combined Racket and Guile

<cwebber> WTF Racket has no mutable toplevel

<davexunit> WTF Racket has no mutable toplevel

<davexunit> I invested all my time into Guile,
WTF

<cwebber> Yeah WTF this is a terrible idea

... to be continued!



The digital humanities workshop!



The digital humanities workshop!



The digital humanities workshop!



The digital humanities workshop!



Okay, we're doing some Racket workshops...
But I'm not switching!  I'm already

super invested in Guile!
(Plus, no mutable toplevel in Racket!)



Hm... pict is pretty cool.
Some fun toys here...



#langs are neat but they don't really compose.
Kind of oversold but it's nice that language

exploration is so easy.



Racket's package manager has all the usual
mutable package manager problems.  But making

packages is nice... autotools was always
a pain...



These docs are really great!
Lots of good tutorials, even for newbies...

And Scribble really is a lot of fun!



Wow, this GUI library is amazing.
Cross platform too!



Whoa, just look at all these libraries...
That's like, 50 less yaks to shave...



Immutable hashtables in the default syntax?
Gotta admit that's nice...

Sequence generics good too...



Wow.  DrRacket is... cool.
This is the only non-emacs editor I've ever

liked.  And racket-mode is pretty good.



Wait.  I could finally get contributors
who aren't emacs users with this.



Uhoh...



What about that immutable toplevel though?

It’s not as bad as I thought.  Hacking at the
REPL usually feels the same.

How it works: each command creates new scope
which "shadows" parent

I’ll admit: the immutable toplevel does
prevent many "live hacking" errors too

But I still miss the mutable toplevel while
programming things like games.

And Racket’s community is clear, right? "The
toplevel is hopeless!"



What about that immutable toplevel though?

Maybe not!  From Matthias Felleisen:

Yes I know this camp very well and I am sorry
I didn’t want to support them for the longest
time. We might be in a position now to help
them, though given our limited resources, it’s
not a truly high priority. ~~ Then again, they
might be able to hack the language on their
own — Matthias



Guile still has some great things!

• Guix!

• Some other nice programs/libraries: Mes,
Chickadee, etc...

• Wingo’s amazing compiler work!

• ... Guix!!!



Should Guile try to "catch up"?

I dunno?

Too many libraries to catch up to?

Not sure how we can compete with DrRacket



Grand heresy: Guix on Racket???

??? ???



A little less heretical

• Package more Racket packages in Guix

• Maybe make a Guix GUI in Racket



The rest of that conversation (from memory)

<wingo> cwebber, weren’t you just researching
lisp history and marveling at how the lisp
communities kept splitting and almost couldn’t
even agree to standardize common lisp

<cwebber> uh um uh um um um ummmmm

<wingo> what about this: what if Guile were a
more interesting language for Racket to target
than Chez?

<cwebber> oh, hmm!



Now that is an interesting idea!

!!! !!!



Conclusions!

• I still love Guile, and I haven’t left it

• But maybe Racket is my new primary
residence?

• Guile and Racket aren’t enemies (the
non-sexp using heretics are)

• Let’s think about how to work together more!



Thanks!  Do we have time for some demos?
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This whole talk written in Racket's slideshow #lang!


